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Myſtcrics 0 of the Go OSPEL, 


C—y 


Rom. I. 4 
For T am not aſhamed-of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt : For it is 
the power of God to Sakua- 
tion, to every one that be- 
hieveth. _ 


J HE foriner part of this 
i= Text (being delivered in ; 

< terms unuſual) hath af  =<— 2 
forded matter of Diſpuration tc co "2 
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' An Apology fo2 the 


Rom, 15, 
19, 


The Queſtion is, Whether ic 
be to be taken for a mdocic; or to 
be underſtood fimply, and plain- 
ly, according to the uſual import 
and meaning of ſuch expreſii- 
Ons. | 
Thar St. Paul, fo Jong after 
his Miraculous Converſion, ( a 
licele before his Appeal to Ceſar) , 
drawing near to the finiſhing of 7 
his Courſe, | 

That Sr. Paul, after he had 
planted the Goſpel, from Feru- 


ſalem round about unto Illyri- 


cum, after the compoſing of all 


thoſe excellent Epiſtles written 


before his bonds, whereof this 
Fpiſtle co the Romans: was the 
laſt. 

That St. Paul (1 fay ) after all 
this, thould deſcend to ſo poor 
an Expreſlion as might infinuate, 


that there was ſomerhing in the 
Opel: 


> 


" Myſteries of | the Gola.” 


Goſpel, whereof it was poll ble, 
that ſome of the Romans mighe 
imagine that he ought to be aſha- 
med. 

( That in the judgement of 
St. Paul the Goſpel ſhould ad- 
miniſter occaſion for the Antici- 
pation and Amolition of ſo con- 
xls temptible a Prejudice,) 
| It ſeems to many very impro- 
bable , and therefore chey ſay 
that the words are a md, and 
that the Apoſtle 1n fayi ing chat he 
was not athamed of the- Golpel], 
intended to ſignitie that he 4 EX= 
ulted and gloried in it, 

Indeed, we finde our Apoſtle, 
not only in his other Epiitles 1 Tim, x; 


In, 
ſ (and in his Apologies) but in :Cor.a.4. 


| this Epiſtle to the Romany, ofren ts. 

magnifying his Oflice, and glo- 
rying in the Miniſtry of the Go- 

{pel which he had received he 
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An Apology fo: the 

ſty lesir the lighr of the plorious 
Golpel, a Miniſtration exceed- 
ivg glorious, and profeſſes that if 
he ſhould boaſt of his Authority, 
he ſhould not be aſhamed. 

| Yet(with ſubmiſſion to better 
Judgements ) I kambly conceive 
that he 15 not ſo to be underſtood 
in this place. 

Though the Epiſtle was di- 
rected to thoſe at Rome, which 
were already Chriſtians ; yet this 
paſſage was put in with reference 
to others, to whom the Fpiltle 
was to be communicated ( per- 
ſons not yet converted to Chi 
_—_ ſtianity. ) To them who were 

already called to be Saints, whole 
Faith was ſpoken of throughout 
the World; to talk of not being 
aſhamed of che Golpel, had been 


a Mevoic very 1ncongruous. 


But (on the other fide) for 


him 


him who (by his original Cam- 
miſſion) was conſtitiited the Apg. 4% ez. 
ſtle of all che Gentiles, made a 4 
debtor to them all (as he fayes ;) Ver 144 Þ 
to the Wile as well as unwile, "28 
to the Greeks and Romans as 
well as the Barbarians. 

Thar he, who in purſuance of 
this Commiſſion , had already 
planted the Goſpel amongſt the | 
more Barbarous Nations, from —_— 
Antioch 10 Syria as far as Lyſtira a8s14; 
and Derbe, Cities of Lycaonta ; 
and among the Greeks, in all the 
chief Cities of Macedonia and 
Achaia (from Feruſalem round 
about unto Illyricum ) fo that 
nothing now remained but to 
Preach at Rome (as he ſpeaks 
Emphactically ) at Rome allo. | 

That he, whoſe Preaching :Cor.z.:. 
was not-in a way of Humane 
wiſdom or excellency of ſpeech 
A 4 on 


"An Apology fo: the 


C 1n tbe way either of Rhetorical 
Haran gue, or Pliloſophical argit» 
mentation ) intending to preach 
at Rome (the Scat of the Empire 
of the World) the Reſoit of the 
Noble, the Mighty,and the Wile, 
of all thoſe who in the Phraſe of 
our time, are ſtyled the Beaux 
efprits, the Wits and Braveries of 
the World. 

Briefly, that St. Paul, who 
knew the Prejudices which theſe 
men had againſt the Goſpel, and 
with what Contempt and Scorn 
they generally looked upon it 
(as a Dilpenlation whereof a 
man ought to be aſhamed.) 

That St. Paul, who Cas it 
appears by all his Epiſtles and 
Orations) well underſtood ( the 
To ngmy Tis Aw; ) the Congrui- 
ty and decency of ſpeaking or 
. of writing ; ; intending, before-he 


ſhould 


Mykleries of the Goſpel, 


ſhould conclude, (after he ſhould 
have evinced the Excellency of 


the Goſpel ) to take ſtreng 


and —_. and glory 1 in his Rom, IF. 


Miniſtration; Being yer in his ' 
Proemium only, whoſe Office 
is ( 6miev } by a modeſt and 


ſmooth infinuation, to make way 


for his Difconrle which was to 


tollow 3 

i ſay, that in this place of his 
Epiſtle, he ſhould take notice of 
the Prejudices which lay againſt 
the Goſpel, and plainly and 


clearly ( without a md ) An» 


_ ticipate and Obviate the imagi- 


nation that he ought to be aſha- 
med of it; This, I humbly con- 
ceive to be moſt agreeable to the 
deſign and CharaGer of St. Paul, 
and that according to this inter- 
pretation we ought here to con- 
lider, 4 

I. A ſup- 


ſons of this Amolition. WH 


_ in he —_ 


caring the prejudices apainſt 
wal Dolpet: py therein,” 


.'A''thing imagined ; that 
/ Paxl would! not adventure 
to Preach: the | Goſpel at 
| Rome." | 

2. "The reaſonof the imagina» 

tion, an Opinion that he 
would be aſhamed. 

"WH: A removal -or Amolition 
of that ſuppoſlal, intimating the 
Iniquity of thoſe Prejudices: wiz. 

A Removal of 

1. Fhe thing that was imag1- 

ned, I am ready't6 preach 
the Goſpel,even at Rome. 
2. And of the 1maginary rea- 
ſon of rhe ſuppoſition, For 
I am not athatne& of the 
Cofpel. 2-4-4 

TH. The Grounds and- Rea- 


And 
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p, "And cheſe are. "Gra prom 
t: | two heads and adjunas of w_ 
Coſpel : 

et | 12. Neceflarily implied 

E preſuppoſed, and that is 

CT F*; Veritatis evidentia,( it the 

ns Goſpel were not the truth 

. of God it could not be the 
: power of God. ) 

2. Explicitely and exprefly 

'  propoled, and that is Vir 


tutis excellentia, 1t 1s the 
Power of God to Salvati«* 
ON E and that merri — 
to every . one that believ- 
eth. © T am not aſhamed of 
« the Goſpel of Chriſt, for 
*©7t is the power of God to 
« Salwatisn to ewery one 
« that beliewveth. 
So that I am to ſpeak of theſe 
_ two general Heads : 
|. 1. Of the Pregudices againſt 
| the Goſpel. | 11. Of 
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' An Apology fo: the | 


—_— 


TE. Of the Iniquity and un- 
reaſonableneſs of thoſe Preju- 
dices, 

From aade it will follow 

that we ought to Preach the 
Goſpel, and not to be aſha- 
-med. 
_ - Concerning which things I 
ſha)l- not endeavour at a Rheto- 
rical Harangue, but crave leave 
that I may be admitted to ſpeak 
in a plain and humble. Analyti- 
cal and DidaGical way of dil- 
courſe. 

I. Then, I am to ſpeak of thoſe 
Prejudices againſt = Goſpel, 
from whence it is (by ſome per- 
ſons) imagined, that the Minj- 
ſters of the Goſpel ought to be 
aſhamed of it. 

And herein Khall 

1. Shew that/ there alwayes 

have been,and alwayes will 


me 
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be ſuch Prejudices againſt 
che Golpel. 

2. Enquire what 1t 1s in the 
Syſteme of the Goſpel, 

- Which is the ſpecial obje& 
of theſe Prejudices. 

3- Then make a brief refleci- 
on upon the nature and 
ſymptomes of the Pregu- 

__.dices. 

4+ And upon the Charadters 
of the perſons moſt ob- 
noxtous to them. 

1. Firft, That there alwayes 
have been, and alwayes will be, 
Prejudices againſt the Goſpel. 
(and an imagination 1n ſome per- 
ſons, that Miniſters and Chri- 
ſtians ought to be aſhamed of it 
is ſo deplorably manifeſt, that I 
need not inſiſt upon either the 
proof or declaration of it. 

That it is, and hath been al- 
wayes 


{ _ An Apology fo: the 
, wayes ſo, it is not only the un- 
bappy complaint of the preſent 
Age, but bath been gf every Age 
and Generation ſince the GA 
Pramylgarion. of | the Goſpel; 
And that it will be ſo, we have 
an infallibleaſſurance from Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, That the latter 
dayes ſhall be times of 1nfideli- 
ty _ departure from the Faith, 
5 Tir, z- that there will be Scoffers at the 
2Per.3.3, Goſpel, and cruel- Mockers, we 
Jul B have the aſſurance of the Apo- 
ftles St. Paul, St. Peter, and 
IQ, Fude. 
That. when the Son of man 
Luke 18.8. ſhall come to judge the World, 
he ſhall hardly. finde Faith on the 
Farth, we have the Prediction of 
our Lou Chriſt himſels. | 
Briefly and ſummarily, our 
Lord Chriſt in ſeveral plages of 
the Goſpel, declares _— 
| es 


hal os wer 6 2d 
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bf iv, and :66:hjs worgs,' both 
of his Perſon,and;of this Gatpelg, 
-. Qur Apoble deglates GaGHE 
himſelf :is' not afffimed; eaxbor. $5 
Timothy not to be aſhamed, com 
mends Epaphroditus'that he was 


not aſhamed; St. Peter'exhorts *P<t.4. 


thoſe that ſuffered for. rhe Goſpel © 
not to be aſhamed. If there _e 
not been an imagination 1n the 
world: that 'rhey ;ought to have 
been aſhamed, to what end were 
all theſe Declarations, Commen- 
dations;Exhorrationsconcerning 
eng not aſhamed? 

..2. I pals. therefore ito the Go 


cond thing propounded, to; ey- 


quire what is the ſpecial Qbjet 


;of theſe Wales pr what are 


- thoſe things: centained in the 
Gol whereof Gn ow” 
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him, that they-will. be aſhamed" Oe: Z 
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manger Y' it 15 imagined that we 
oughr to be aſhamed. 

Though the whole Syſtem of | 
the Goſpel lies under Prejudices, 
yet not all parts of 1t alike, ſome 
more than - other, and ſome by 
reaſon of the other. 

| The whole Goſpel 1s generally 

. dividable into 
1. Hiſtorical Narrations. 
. Moral Inſtitutions and Mo- 
tives. 
- Dogmarical Myſteries. 

Theſe are delivered ſometimes 
diſtinctly and ſeverally,and ſome- 
times they -are combined and 
mixed together. 

That there. was ſuch a perſon 
as Chriſt, that he was born of 
Mary, that Joſeph was his re- 
puted Father; The manner of 
his Life and of his Death, hs 
Actions, and his Teachings , 

| are 
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Ja 


- 


vs 


Myſteries of the Goſpel. 


are matters meerly Hiltorical. 
That this reputed Son of 


Toſeph was indeed the Son of 


God, conceived by' the Holy 
Ghoſt, born of a Virgin, and 
the like, have in chem a Com- 
bination of the Myſtery roge- 


| cher with the Hiſtory of the 


Golpcl. 

[ I ſtand not to ſhew, how the 
Morality is-ſometimes fi imply de- 
livered, and ſometimes in Com- 
bination with the Myſterious 


| parts of the Goſpel | 


1.. Now concerning thoſe 
parts of the Goſpel which are 
merely and (1 i Hiſtorical, and 
Moral, | {uppole they cannot be 
here intended ; Becauſe that to 
ſuch perſons, as the Romans were, 
(men pretending to Reaſon and 
Philoſophy ) they afford no co- 
lour for an imagination that a 

B Miniſter 
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*In Serm, 
againſt 
Antiſcri- 
pturiſts. 


Miniſter or Chriſtian | ought to 
be aſhamed. 

Suppoſing the truth of what is 
there delivered ( whereof * I | 
have ſpoken heretofore ) what | 
was there in the Birth, or Lite, 
or Death ; the Converſation, or 
Actions, C ordinary, or extraor- 
dinary ) of Chriſt, or his Apo- 
{tles, £ Autry in the opinion of 
a Philoſopher, a Chriſtian oughe 
to be aſhamed ? 

Was it the meannels of. Chriſts 
Nativity ? That he was the re- 
puted Son of Foſeph, who was of 
a mean and delpicable Occupa- 
tion. 

Was it that he lived an Amby- 
latory kmde of life ? teaching 
and diſputing concerning good 
and evil, happineſs and unhap- 
Pinels, in the Synagogues and 
in the Temple; and the i 

: an 
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and Markets, and in the Wilder- 
neſs (every where) Preaching 
the Doctrine of the Kingdom. 

Or hſtly, Was it becauſe of 
the occatton and manner of his 
Death ? becauſe he was Con- 
demned, and Executed by his 
Countrey- -men, upen an accula- 
tion of corrupting the People, 
and making an Innovation in Re- 
ligion, upoa prerence of holding 
intercourſe with God ? 

Every. one of theſe circum- 
ſtances had been coincident in. 
Socrates long before the time of 
the writing of this Epiſtle ro the 
Romans. 

He was the Son of Sophro- 
niſcus, as poor a man. as 79008 
(a Carver of Images in Stone ) 
his Mother was a Midwife. 

: His Converſation was Ambu- 
hid diſcourfing and reaſons 

B 2 _ Ing 


An Apology foz rhe - 
10g at all times, and in all pla- 
ces, (1n Academia, in Lyceo, in 
Foro, in places of walking, and 
of publick Exerciſe ; (when he 
ate, or drank, or played) in the 
Camp, the Marker, or the Pri- 
ſon) with all the men he met 
withall concerning Virtue and 
Vice, 'and the ſummum bonum ; 

_ concerning Wildom and Folly. 

_—_— * And he had been condemned 

Se. 40- and executed by the Athenians, 

2% upon the very fame pretences 
which were objected againſt our 
Saviour. 

Yet all chete diſadvantages had 
not hindred Socrates ( at that 
time, after about 500 years ) 
FIR, the Admiration, and al- 
moſt Adoration of all men pre- 
tending to Philoſophy and Wil- 
dom, not only amongſt all the 


reſt lf the Gentile World, but 
even 


—Dyleres s of the Goſpel. ts 


——__ 
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i= | even amongſt the Romans alſo. 
p And therefore the mere Hifto- 
* rical part of the Golpel could mi-,. 


| niſter no colour of ſuſpicion why 
© | a Miniſteror a Chriſtian ſhould 
” | beaſhamedofit. 
, | 2. Moreover, the ſame may 
' | be ſaid of thoſe parts of the Go- 
ſpel which are merely PraSical, 
and Moral, ( The Precepts con- 
cerning Piety and Juſtice, and 
» | Temperance in all the ſeveral 
branches of them,and the motives 
to them, ) - 
The Morality of the Goſpel 
infinitely excells the Inſtitutions 
| of any of the Heathen Philoſo- 
phers, all that they could object 
| againſt 1t, was its too great pu- 
rity and holineſs, rhat it puts 2 
violence, and ſtretch upon Hu- 
mane Nature, cauſing men to 


ſtrain after degrees of purity and 
B 3 ſanCti- 


An Apology ko? the '- | 


ſanctity unpracticable and unat-- 
tainable. Ir excells all the Pre- 
cepts and Inſticutes of the Jews, 
Chriſt made a A4tvrlguci even of 
the Moral Law of Moſes, and 
tells us, that the Righteouſneſs 


20. of Chritians muſt exceed the 


Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Pharitlees ; and the Apoſtle (com. 
. paring the entire Syſtems of the 
Mofaical and Chriſtian Oeco-- 
nomies in reference to Chriſtian 
Duties and the motives to them Y 
juſtly pronounces,thar the Chri- 
ſtian hach received a better Co- 
venant founded upon better 
Promiles. Ds 
2. It remains therefore; that 
the peculiar and ſpecial Object 
of thoſe Prejudicate imaginatt- 
ons ( whereby it is concluded, 

that Miniſters and. Chriſtians 
ought to be aſhamed ) are the 
Articles 


: | Articles of mere Belief, 
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Dogmati- 
cal MySteries of the Goſpel. 
| At theexpence of your time. 
| and patience (in a long dif- 
| courſe) to tell you what are the 
| Myſteries of the Goſpel, were 
| to ſuppoſe that (in compliance 
| with the barbarity of later times) 
| you had neglected ro be in- 
ſtructed in your Catechiſm, and 
had need that one ſhould teach 
you what are the firſt Elements 
of Chriſtianity. My defign en- 
gages me no further than only 
to name them, and that alſo very 
briefly. 

In the two firſt Chapters to 
the Corinthians, we finde our 
Apoſtle handling this Argument 
largely and ex profeſſo. 

And there he reduces the 

, whole myſtery tro two words, 
TT the Croſs of Chri$t, he 


B 4 tells. 


An Apology 7 he 
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py been the occaſion of the Scan- 


tells them that "x was ſent to 
Preach and not to Baptize, that 
this was that which Chriſt ſent 
him to Preach ; and that he de- 
termined to know nothing elſe 
amang them, but Jeſne Chriſt 
and him Crucifzeed, and in Chap. 1. 
&. 33. he declares this to have 


dal, taken both by Jews and 
Gentiles; I Preach Chrift Cru- 
cifzed to the Tews a fiumblings 
block, &c. 

The Scandal taken, was a- | 
gainſt the MySteries of the Go- 
ſpel, and the Nature, and: Me- 
diatorian Office ; the CharaGer 
and Perſonal. Concernment of 
Chriſt, and work of Redem- 
ption by his blood ſpilt upon 


the Crols, are the two great and 


comprehenfi ive heads to which 


the whole' Myſtery of the Goſpel” | 


15 


” . FOOMISE IM # OY FW , WP {@ 


 Myſeeries of the Goſpel, 23 


iS eallly, naturally, and immedi- 


_ ately reducible. 


The Juſtification, SanGficati- 
on, entire Oeconomy of the ſal- 
vation of man, depends immedi- 
ately upon che work of Redem- 


ption by the blood of Chriſt. 


The value and efficacy of his” 


blood, reſolves into the Excel- 


lency of his Perſon, and of his 


Nature ; That he was the Son of 
Cod the Father, Conceived by 
the Holy Ghoſt, which Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt are one. 

So that in the laſt refolution, 
the conjunction of the Divine and 


Humane Natures in the Unity of 


the Perſon of Chriſt,and the Tri- 
nity.of Perſons 1n the Unity of the 
Nature of the Godhead, is the 
Tgory Mgezor of the Goſpel. 

And this is alſo the Te cxov- 


_ 80", that great thing whereof it 


15 


15 imagined that a Chriſtian 
or a Preacher ought to be aſha. 
med. 

Which will be yet more evi- 
dent if we ſhall make a brief re« 
flection upon the Nature and 
Symptoms of the Prejudices a- 
gainſt the Goſpel, and the Cha- 
rater of the perſons more eſpe- 
cially obnoxious to theſe Preju: 
dices. 

. Beſide the conſideration of 
Intereſt, (real or imaginary ) 
and the diſappointment of mens 
deſires and expeQations, (an or- 
dinary, eminent and predomi- 
nant ingredient in the prejudices 
of all men ) there are two things 
which (in men pretending to 
prudence and vertue, or to rea- 
ſon and underſtanding) are apt 
to create a diſtaſte againſt ba 
__ of Inſtitution, or any D 
Arine 
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| [ar ne wherein they are foppoſed—_ 
jor preſumed to be. 


I. To dixeg, an anpickonilinh 


) of Turpitude or diſhoneſty, ei- 
| ther intrinſecally contained in 
| that which is propounded, or 
{ conſequentially involved with 
| It. 


2. Ti &7vrw or &A09py, anappre- 


{ henfion of. ſome Abſurdity or 
| unreaſonableneſs in it. 


r. Of the former ſort, are 


] Principles of Atheiſm, Irrelipi- 
on, Immorality, the Dodrines of 


Diagoras, who denyed the being 
of God; of Carneades, concern- 
ing good and evil; of Diogenes, 
concerning Inceſt, &c, ( which 
have an 1nerinſi ck and immedi. 
ate turpitude ;) The Dodnne 
of Epicurus concerning the 
Mortality of the Sou], a conſe- 
quential Principle of all Impie= 
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ty, Injuſtice, and Debauchery, ;ifh 

x Cor. 15, that be the cale, Let ws eat and | © 
drink , CC | k C 
 Thelſe are injurious to the In- | F 
T 

: 


C_ 


tereſt of Mankinde, and they | 
put an indignity upon the pra- | 
Ctical reaſon and principles of | - 
men, and are apt to be diſtaſte- | ! 
full and offenſive, inſtances | ' 
whereof there are very many | ' 
among the Heathens, (as among | 
others that of the Athenians, | ' 
who baniſhed Protagoras, and | 
cauſed his Books to be burnt in | 
the open Market-place, becauſe | 
he wrote doubtfully concerning | 
the being of a God) But as for | 
theſe, it hath not been in the 
power of malice to faſten them 
upon the Goſpel, or in the com- 
paſs of miſtake to ſuppoſe them 
in it; ſo that it hath been clear- 
Iy exempted from this Prejudice. 
2. The 
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ff} 2. The other thing that cre- 
A | ates an averſion againſt any Do- 
| Arine 18 T9 «Tv or &oqgev (an Ap- 
- | prebenſion of abſardiry or un+ 
y | reaſonableneſs 1n the things pro- 
. | pounded) wherein the Wit and 
f | Theorerick Reaſon or Unders 
- | ſanding of men takes it ſelf (no 
| matter whether it be juſtly or 
| unjuſtly) ro be affronted, and 
| this is as diſtaſtefull as the for- 
| mer. 
| An Inſtance whereof we have 
| in the fixth of St. John, where 
when Chriſt told thoſe that fol 
| lowed him of eating his fleſh and 
. | drinking his blood (ſpeaking-in 
, | a figure not obvious to their vul- 
" | gar underſtanding ) they cryed 
out CUAve gs Er STI 0 Aoe, ( that | 
was a hard ſaying) and taking + 
themſelves to be abuſed they a- ; 
_ torſook him. 
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T lay, that the apprehenſion| 
of Moral turpitude , or Logicall 
abſucdity are equally diſtaſteful, | 
But in their more peculiar Sub- | 
jets, and Symptoms, and Apti-| 
tude to miſtake and Prejudice, 
they differ. ; 

The former averſion hath its| 
peculiar {eat and refidence in 
Vertuous and Prudent men, (the | 
u egg and 6 omSxin ) and dx- | 
covers it (elf in Zeal and Indig g-| 
nation, as againſt things dange- 
rous and pernicious ; ; the later 1s 
ſubjected in perfons;who are ( or 
take themſelves to be ) men. of 
Wic and Learning ( the oU1n70, 
and the ops, ) the Symptoms of | 
it are {corn and contempt, as 0 
things abſurd and nonſenſical, 
fooliſh and irrational: 

And in matters of this nature 
men are more taclinable to fall 

into 


Myſteries of the Golyel. 29 
| into miſtake and Prejudice than 
cal in the former. 
ul,} The Notions of Truth and 
b-j Falſbood. lie more abſtruſe than 
ti-} thoſe of Good and Evil, and men 
:e,| are more apt to. be deceived in 
| their wit, than in their honeſty. 

ts} No Truths are fo liable to 
in miſtake and prejudice as the pro- 
hef| fefſedly Myſterious, ang wichout 
(- | eve Ir ie great is the Myſte- 
2-| ry of Godljneſs. The "als of 
e- this Prejudice isan Impotency to 
is | diſtinguiſh, betwixt, "azonw. and 
wr | "acero, abgRfor and. "ANoWar, bee 
f | twixc Fruth and Clearneſs, Ob- 
{curity and Ablurdiry, Being i Tn 
fi conceivable and :ncredibile. . Be- 
f | ing incomprehenſiþle, and. Being 
|, | unaccountable. 
4 ov Impotency, 15, an I[n- 
firmity to which the Brisk and 
the ſudden, the. forward and im- 

patient, 


ag (81 pt WIR 41 ; oa (pn. Gant. % "RP ba 5; = { WG *% jor a 
* Manas. 1.2 * 
” *® —_— 
F . of [ 
,” 


CC 


patient, the talkative and dilpu- 
tatious, ( all ſuch as ſcorn the 
dulneſs of confideration , and 
think  thetnſelves above the 
drudgery of thinking) that is 
to ſay the Wits and Beaux efprits 
are of all men living the moſt 
obnox1ons. M0 

And from hence it is, that by: 
perſons of this Character to be 
deſpiſed, hath alwayes been the 
fortune of the Goſpel. 

The condition of the Goſpel 
amongſt our ſelves, I ſhall nor 
in this place, at this time labour 
to declare, I come not hither to 
accuſe my Nation ; But that it 
was thus in the Apoſtles time 
we have ſufficient aſſurance. 

He tells us that the moſt emi- 
nent deſpiſers ( the Contemptos 
res legitimi) of the Goſpel, were 
the p09, and the wahplgerres me} oy, 
and 
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ny" the oco%urBEvrei T8 'Aibvos 'TSTS. 
The Tropical Rhetorician, and 
the Flanting Orator, the Jibing 
Satyriſt, and Scurrilous Comes 
dian, the Sophiſtical Philoſopher, 
and Everlaſting Diſputanr, the 
Conceited Scribe, arid Phariſai- 
cal Opiniator. Where (aith the Cor. 1;! | 
| Apoſtle) 7s the Wiſe? Where is © 
the Scribe? Where is the diſputer 
of this World? | 
The entertaininent which the 
| | Goſpel found at the hands of ſuch 
* | as theſe was generally that of 
ſcorn and contempt. 
_. Speaking in the, verſon of 
men of this CharaGer ( whe» 
ther few? or Gentiles ) our A 
poſtle in rhe compaſs of two 
* Chapters doth nine times call * * ous 
the ' Myſteries of the Goſpel toce. © 
foolifhnefs, and fooliſh a 


things weak, ignoble , and de- 
| pu 
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Chap.1.23, 


"ſpied, 


and things which are 
not. 

The ſum of the whole My fte- 
ry of the Goſpel 1s contained in 
_ words, ( Chrift Crucified ) | 
T preach (auth he ) Chriſt cruci- 
fied, to the Fews a ſcandal, to the 
Greeks fooliſhneſs ; the opinion 


they had of it was that it was aft 


abſurd and a fooliſh diſpenſation, 
a diſpenſation whereof a Chri= 
ftian, a Preacher ought to be 
afhamed. 

Thus much of the firſt gene- 
ral part of my Diſcourſe con- 
cerning the Prejudices againſt 
the Goſpel. 


. 


II. I come now to the ſecond 
part, 

To ſhew the Iniquity and un- 
reaſonableneſs of theſe Projus 


-dices: 


And 
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And here I ſhall aidedyour to 


Evince 1 two things, 


ws That there is reaſon for 
the Contemners of the Gol; pel 
to be aſhamed of their Prefu: 
dices: 
_” That there is no reaſon for 


Ehriftivas or Miniſters to be aſha- 


tned of the Gol! pel. 


+ Fart; That T EAT 9 for 


fas Contemners of the 'Golpel 


robe aſhamed. | 

Becauſe their Contempt af it 
doth not proceed from any Ge- 
nerous or Noble Principle or 
qualification, 1 it comes not from 
height of Spirit or Wit, from 
depth of Reaſon or Judgement; 


from largeneſs of Learning or 


Knowledg ee. 
Butt "3. che want of all ch 
= ©:-4 __ 


— 


qualifications, and ts finally re- 
ſolved into an ungentile, and ( if 


I may be permitted to ſpeak | 


plainly ) a kinde of Ruſtical Ig- 
norance and want of Ingenui- 
tY« 

In Adis 17. 11. St. Paul com- 
paring the Theſſalonian Jews with 
the Bereans, faith that the Berga 
ans were more Noble (tiywicieas) 
becauſe they did not precipi- 
touſly, and temerariouſly rezet 
the Goſpel, as the others did, bur 
were dilgent in ſearching of the 
Scriptures daily,:and in a ſtri& 
enquiry concerning the Grounds 
and Motives to Beliet alleadged 
by the Apoſtles (whether they 
were of that weight which was 
pretended ) whether = were 
{o or no. 

In matters of ſo great moment 
as the Goſpel doth pretend to be 
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C in reference ro this world, and 
that which 15 to come) to de» 
| ſpiſe, or to reje@ the Propoſals, 
>” | without a juſt conſideration of 
them, and without an imparti- 
\ [| al and ingenuons examination 
"| Cand full underſtanding) of 
the Grounds and Reaſons, upon 
which they are propounded, 1a- 
) vours not of Prudence or Wil- 
I dom, Wit or Learning, Ingenie 
, | or Ingenuity ; in one word, it 
ſavours neither of a Gentleman, 
nor a Scholar. 
| Now that this is theCaſe in 
the Contempt of the Goſpel, I 
think it will appear if we ſhall 
attentively conſider, 

1. What was the Judgement 
of Chriſt ( who was the Author 
of the Goſpel) concerning this 
matter. 

_ 2. The ſignal Inſtances of the 
C 3, cONs 
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contempt and neglect ot. che” 
Goſpel mentioned in the Scti.! 
ptures ' | 

, If we ſhalf make a rational 
enquiry into the Principles and 
Poſtulata, into which the con- 
tempt of the Gol] pel i is final] y re- 
ſolved. 
1. Firſt, this will receive evi- 
dence from the Judgement of | 
Chriſt himſelf, concerning the 
reſolution of the rejection and 
contempt of the Goſpel. * 

1 ſuppoſe none will be fo | 
Jewiſh as to objeQ, the bringing 
of Chriſt to be a Witneſs in his 
Own behalf, ſeeing his caſe 13 not 
the caſe of an ordinary witneſs, 
but reſolves it ſelf ( as ale 
wards will be briefly ſhewed 
into atreſtation of the greatclt 
credit. 

I ſoy then, thar Chriſt bimſelf 
= Lu who 


4 


s 
* 


| p who knew what was in man, 
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and needed nor that any man 
ſhould teach him ) hath relolved 


| the contempt and rejection of 


the Goſpel into want of under- 


| ſtanding, and of due and inge- 


nuous conſideration, into Igno- 
rance; and want of Candour and 
Ingenuity. . 
In the Parable of the Semi 
we finde thts Argument largely 
and profoundly handled by our 
Saviour , the Parable is three mat. :3.3. 
times delivered in the Goſpel, Lukts,” 
and 1s very well known, ſa that 
I need not ſtand upon the de- 
claration or repetition of it, The 
aÞþg*os concerning the bad,(that 


4s the high-way, the ſtony, the 


thorny ) and the good, ( that 1s, 
the fruirfall 2 ground, I ſhall not 
mention; He that ſhall harmo- 
nize the triple Narration, and 
C4 Ana- 
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Analyze the -arnenidvos 'of this 
Parable, fhall finde, thar our Sa- 
viour therein propounds and in- 
timates the cauſes immediate and 
mediate 3 Mediate , nearer and 
remoter, of the reception and re- 
zection of the. Goipel, whereof 
c as to the point in hand ) the 
{um 1s this : 

That the irregular endeavour 
after. the artainment of temporal 
good things, and the avoidance 
of temporal Evils, The luſt of 
the Fleſh, the luſt of the Eye, and 
the Pride of Life, the Cares of 
the World and Deceitfulneſs of 
Riches, the luſt of other things, 
Pride and conceitedneſs of Wil- 
dom, and other Carnal Intereſts, 
are the cauſe of the want of an 
attentive, and patient, an inge- 
nuous and impartial confidera- 
tion ; ; And that the y want of ſuch 
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the want of a  thorow UInder- 
ſtanding ; and thar the want of 

a thorow Underſtanding, this is 

the cauſe. of the Contempt, or 
Rejection, or neglect of the Go- 

ſpel. 

In the Goſp el of * Sr. Lukg *Lok.8. 
he reſolves the jw of the Re-. nora 
ception of the Goſpel into ho- , ror 
neſty and goodneſs of heart (fin- - | 
cerity, and ingenuity ) into a pa- ##: i, 
tient and conſtant attention to 
( hearing and Keeging of ) the 
word. 

In the Goſpel of St. Matthew Mat. 1 
he reſolves the whole matter in- © 
to this one point of a perfe& and 
thorow Underſtanding. The good 
ground, ſays he, is he that * hl TW 
the Word and brings forth fruit % conan; 
with underſtanding. | 

A fair and honeft, a - candid 
and 
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aw: ingenuous attention and 
Conſideration, and a full Un- 
derſtanding, are the cauſes of the 
Receptionz Therefore an At- 
tention hypocritical and unſin- 
cere, An 1gnoble ignorance, per- 
verſineſs, and want of candour 
and ingenuity, are the cauſes 
of the contempt of the Go» 
tpel i in the judgement of our Sa- 
viour.. 

2. The ſame alſo will farther 
appear if we might be permitted 
to examine the ſeveral Inſtances 
of contempt and neglect of the 
Goſpel, and fo go thorow the 
various degrees of the S ymptoms 
of Infidelity mentioned in the 
 Goſpe). IT ſhall only couch them 
very -briefly, and the heads of 
_ arefuch as theſe : 

The egregious hefitation 


or flomneſsi m believing. 
ADE 2. The 
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* 122; Therefuſal or rejedion of 
the Gofpet.: | 
3, The Offence | ar Scandal 
at It. sf 
4. The quarrelling and difpu- | 
ration againſt it, and oppoſition 
co It. 
s. The down- rohe ſcorn and 
contempt of 1t. 
6. And laſtly, the Perſecu- 
tion for it. 
1 ſay, if we might ſtay upon 
ſs Argument, it would appear, 
that as the Remoter cauſes of e- 
very Caſe, are eafily reducible, 
to the Juſts and intereſts men- 
tioned by onr Saviour, ſo the 
more immediate Catiſes, whether 
in Jewsor GentiJes,will be found 
to refolve into want of Ingenuity 
and Underſtanding. 
1. The Apoſtles were ſlow in | 
belicyiny tifore the Reſurrectt- 
E. on 
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on and Miſſion of the Spirit. 
Chriſt tells them, that then they 
were Fools, and flow of heart 
(inconfiderate and inadvertent, 


' ſtupid and Difingenuous. ) 


2. The moſt eminent Reject- 
ers of the Goſpe] were the 
Scribes and Phariſees : if we ſhall 
enquire after the Vertue or Mo- 
deſty, Candour or Ingenuiry of 
theſe men, we wil finde them 
the moſt barbarous and covetous, 
proud and ſupercilious, inſfin- 
cere and hypocritical in the 
world, ( how often doth our Sa- 
viour charge them with all theſe 
things? ) And if we enquire af- 
ter their Knowledge and Under- 
ſtanding, we ſhall finde them to 
have been meer Braggadocio's 
and pretenders; Chriſt often 
calls them blinde Phariſees, and. 
blinde guides; he tells them chat 

op 
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they were blinde leaders of the Mat. 23: 
blinde : that feeing they did ſee _ 


and not perceive, hearing they 
did hear and did not under- 
ſtand, 

. 2- In the fixth of John we 
finde a mighty Scandal taken at 
the Goſpel among the Auditors 
of Chriſt, they murmured, they 
ſtrove amongſt themſelves, they 
finally revolted, upon a word, 
becauſe they judged it to be, 
exmegs Nga hard ſaying ; They 
judged it ſo, becauſe they did not 
underſtand it, they did not un- 
derſtand it, becauſe they had not 
the Modeſty and. Meckneſs, Pa- 
tience and Ingenuity to enquire 
the meaning of it, or to attend 
to that Explication which our 
Saviour made of that expreſli- 
ON. f 0 Fr 
4+. In the 22 of St. Mathew, 
and 
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and the parallel places, we finde 
the Phariſees, the Scribes , the 
Lawyers, the Herodians, courfng 
our Saviour, charging him with 
queſtions about paying . Tribute 
unto Ceſar, the Refurrection , 
the Great Commandinent, tc. 
If now ye will zadge of the In- 
genuny of theſe men, confider 
ere how thick and threefold; 
how furiouſly and how rudely, 
they tall upon him, how ſtupid- 
ty they perſiſt; everyone judge- 
that he was too hard for all 

=> reſt, ( and anſwered them 
well, ) "ik every ane adhering 
to hits own Conclufion , Conſfi- 
der how before they ſer upon 
him, they took counſel to en- 
tangle him, and ſent ipies.co en- 
trap (or-trepan) him; And for 
their Underſtanding, conſider 
how ignorant they were , not 
know- 
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knowing the'Scriprures, nor the 
power of God; 

Neither was it thus among che 
Jews only, but among the Gen- 
tiles alſo 3 nor only in theſe, but 
- | in the two remaimng| degrees of 
, | the down-right ſcorn, and the 
| contemptof'vhe: Goſpel,and Pers 
- | ſecntion forit,. 

; -6. inthe £6. of the Afts we 
| | finde the optnion that Friis had .-- . 
. | concernihg-}:the Goſpel, (with 
what contempt andſcornhe ſpeaks 
| of it, how -roundly-he-pronounr 
\ | ces that Par] was mad.) If you 
ſhould.judge of his dd 
pronouncing, 'by his skilfulnets _ .. 
in- underſtandingi'of the-Goſpelz 
Confider -how profound an :ac- 
count of :Pewl's cafe, and of the 
| Goſpel he renders to Agrippe ; A259. 
| how that z## was « (trifling) que-. 
ftion concerning the Jewiſh Super» 
ſtition, 


Ks 
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Ver. 18, 


© Ibid, 


ftition, amd concerning one Feſus 
which was dead, whom Paul af- 
fermed tobe alive. | 

In the 17 of the A&Gs we finde 
the Athenians XAtudlZovtae, making 


4 mock, at Panl, and ſcorning his 
Goſpel as a oſt ridiculous thing ; 


I you will know their manners 
and ingenuity, you may obſerve, 


that they condemned him for a 


Babler before they theard him 
ſpeak; and: if you "will meaſure 
the depth» of their Underſtand. 
ing of that-which they- deſpiſed, 
you may- obſerve, 'that as they 


_ ined. Jeſus to be a ſtrange 
; fo they underſtood * Ana- 


feſ F the Reſurrection ) ro be 


| 


a Goddeſs. He 'ſeemeth (fa 
they ) to: be a ſetter forth of 
ſtrange Gods, becauſe he Preach- 
ed unto them —_— ms the Re- 
ſurrecion. p 

| 6. The 


7 et @Þ Y 


ww, 


A .. - Wit. a. - ts 8. . att. 


ſecution tor it; and  % higheſt 


Glory. 
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6. The wind degree of « 
Contempt of. the Goſpel, is Per- 


imaginable inſtance of this, was 

the betraying and murdering of 
Chriſt himſelf; Concerning the 
Ingenuity or diſfingenuity of the 
contrivance, management , and 
execution of this prodigious 
Action, it were no leſs than 
madneſs to undertake to ſpeak 
proportionally; And that this 

alſo proceeded not only from 
wickedneſs and want of [ngenut-. 

ty, but from Ignorance and want 

of Underſtanding, we have an 
irrefragable aſſurance. Chriſt 
himſelf {aith, that they knew 

not what they did; and our A- -—"_——_ 
poſtle, that if they. had under- 6.5 _ | 
ſtood themſelves; they would 
not have crucified the Lord of 
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So that by all theſe inſtances, 
and many others of like nature, 


 1t doth appear, that (agreeably 


to the Sentence and Judgement 
of our Saviour) the contempt 
of the Goſpel is finally reſolved 
mto a ſhamefull Ignorance, and 
want of Ingenuity; which will 
yet be more evident from Rea- 
ſon. 

. I come therefore in the 
third place to a conſideration 
of the 

(1 ) Principle into which the 
contempt of the Goſpel is reſol- 
ved, and of 

(2) The Poſtulata upon which 
it is grounded. And from the 
Abſurdity of one, and the Un- 


_ realonableneſs of the other, to 


make it appear, that there 7s rea- 


ſon for the Contemners of the Go« 
ſpe! to be ——_ 


oO Fro 
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. From the conſideration of 
their Principle : After what hath 
been ſpoken in the former part 
of this Diſcourſe, and what 1s 
attelied by experience, I take it 
for Ley a 

. . That the ſpecial Object of 
the Conteinpt of che Golpel is 
the Myſtical part of it. 

2. That the immediate reaſon 
of the contempt of theſe Myſte- 
ries 1s an Imagination,or Opinion 
of the falſhood of them. 

3- Thar this Opinion of the 
| falſhood of them, 1s derived from 

| the Obſcurity and Difficulty of 
them. 
| Becauſe they are inexplicable, 
incomprehenſible, unintelligible, 
they conclude thein to be falſe 
ind incredible, merely Fantaſti- 
cal and Chimerical Imaginations; 
and fo to be deſpiſed. 
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' So that the Principle into 
which theſe Scorners do refolve 
themſelves, 1s this ; That what- 
ſoever 1s Inexplicable, Incompre- 
henſible, Unintelligible 1s C by 
Philoſophers at leaſt and Wiſe 
men ) to -be accounted incre- 
dible, fantaſtical, fictitious, and 
ſo to be deſpiſed. 

If this be not the Ratiocina- 
tion, and this the Principle of 
choſe Virtuoſe, of whom we are 
ſpeaking, I defire to be better in- 
formed. But if x: be, I would jn- 
treat them to ſtand a little, and 
conſider whicher they are going, 
and whither this Principle and 
reaſoning will lead them. 

Will it not lead them to caſt 
off not only Chriſtianity, but 
even all natural Religion, and 
force them ( with the wiſe man 
in the FRboas) to ſay 1n their 

hearts 
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hearts that there is no God ? 
| Becauſe the Nature, and Eſſence, 
and Attributes of God are inex-- 
plicable, incomprehenſible, and #1- 
intelligible; He dwells in a light 
which no mortal eye can ap- 
proach unto, ſuch knowledge 1s 
too wonderfull and excellent for 
us,and we cannot attain unto it. 

But this I fear they do not ac- 
count an inconvenience, but ra- 
ther that this 1s that they would 
be at. 

Again therefore, I entreat 
them to confider ; 

Will not this Principle lead 
them to deny the moſt obvious 
things 1n nature? Will it not 
take away the very grounds of 
| all that wiſdom,to which they do 
pretend, (the force even of Ex- 
periment and Demonſtration ? ) 


Nay, Will it not finally bring 
D 3  _ upon 
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upon themſelves, that horrible 
inconvenience, that they are not 
to be offended if it ſhall be 
' doubted or affirmed that they 
are not ſuch Wits as they pre- 
tend ? 

The moſt obvious things in 
Univerſal Nature, are Continaed 
Quantity, -and Local Motion : 
Theſe are cither infinitely divi- 
ſible, or they are not. Will they 
deny this Disjun&tion, ( and ſay, 
that they neither are ſo, nor not 
ſo? ) Or will they make choice 
of either Member? Will they 
clear the difficulties that are in it? 
Or anſwer the ObjeGtions that 
may be made againſt it? | 

I preſume they may have heard 
of that famous Argument of Ze- 
no ( Eliates) called Achilles, 
How whileſt that mighty Diſpu- 
rant ( by. the impoſſibiliries uf 
ablurdi- 
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abſurdities on either fide ) was 
demonſtrating that Local Mo- 
tion was a thing impoſlible , 
one of his Auditors roſe up 
and filently and fliely walked 


about the School, and fo confu- 


_ ted him. 


The moſt pervious,moſt clear, 
and comprehenſible of all hu- 


mane Sciences are the pure and 


unmixed Mathematicks, yet even 


in Geometry and Arithmetick 
how many things are forceably 
concluded to be true, which are 
inexplicable, unimaginable, in- 
comprehenfible ? I ſhall inſtance 
ina very few; So few as not to 
need an Apology to the un- 
learned in thoſe Sciences : So 
trivial, as not to admit of an Ex- 
plication to the Learned. 


That the leaſt imaginable ſpace 


ſhould beequa] to another (upon 
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the ſame Baſe of the ſame Alti- 
tude ) whole ſides are protracted 
mn infinrtum, or a Finite greater 
than an Infinite. The equality 
of all Circular Angles of Con- 
tact. The everlaſting approxima- 
tion and impoſſible concourſe of 
Aſymptots. The afteGions of ſurd 
and irrational Quantities, ec. 
are undeniably demonſtrated to 
be trae, yet all theſe (and many 
more )are inexplicable, incompre- 
benſible, unintelligible. 

They ſay they cannot expli- 
cate or imagine, (they cannot 
conceive or comprehend ) the 
Myſtery of the Trinity, and Uni- 
ty of the Godhead, and therefore 
they deſpiſe it as a mere fiitttious 
imagination. 

Do they therefore clearly un- 
derſtand, and fully comprehend, 
and can they -expreſs and expli- 
cate 


” OE Too way TY >= CR” 3” WT 
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. | catethe Aﬀedions of Unity and 
| | Trinity in Numbers? That there 
* | ſhould bea Quantity in Nature 
(one and not another ) which 
with its infinite * aſcending pow- _— qq- 
ers and + deſcending roots are all © pt = 
of them equal, or rather one yqq.ec. 

| and the ſame among themlelves? 

Can they explicate, or imagine, 
| | or comprehend any one of the 
infinite potential roots of the 
Number Three ? v/ > 4d " 

They ſay, they cannot un- 
derſtand how Chriſt ſhould be 
conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and born of a Virgin, and there- 
fore they deride it. 

Can they therefore under- 
ſtand how they themſelves have 
been conceived, and born, and 
nouriſhed up? And are they 
able to explain how, and by 
what progreſs from a lictle wa- 
ter 
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ter ſpile upon a too luxurious 
ground there ſhould ſpring forth 
{ſuch a Race of Titans, ſuch a 
Gigantick brood of fighters a- 


gainſt Heaven, of Scoffers at Re- 
ligion ? 


Briefly, they ſay they cannot 


comprehend how God and Man 
ſhould be one Chriſt, and there- 
fore they contemn the Golpel, 
and the Believers of it. 
Can they therefore under- 
ſtand how the reaſonable Soul 
and Fleſh ſhould be one man? 
Either they themſelves confiſt 
of two natures (the one Corpo- 
real, the other Spiritual and In- 
corporeal or they do not. If 
they have nothing in them In- 
corporeal, can they underſtand 
and explain how ſenfleſs Atoms, 
how ſtupid Matter, and Local 
Motion ſhould work themſelves 
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up ro Senſe and Copiration, Re. 
fletion and Diſcourſe, to Wit 
and Gallantry ? (fo as to make 
Jeſts and Ballads upon the Go- 
ipels. ) 

If they confilt not only of 
a Body, but of a Soul ( a ſpiri- 
tual Soul) allo; Can they ex- 
plain by what zgotypor, theſe 
two natures have been brought 
together z by what bands and 
ligaments they are united, and 
tow the Communication be- 
twixt them is performed? In 
one word, Can they explicate 
the Phenomena of Senſe, Imagi- 
nation, Memory, Reaſon, Wit 


and Bravery ?. 


If they are able to perform 
theſe things, let the world be 
made happy by thertr labours , 
and let them receive the Pans, 
and Acclamations, the Crowns 


and 


—_—— 


&5 


 AnApology fo the 


——_—. 
wud 


and Garlands denyed to all that 
were before them. Bur if they 
muſt be forced to confeſs that all 
theſe things are inexplicable, un- 
imaginable, unintelligible, and in- 
comprehenſible, and will yet con- 


tinue to deſpiſe the Myſteries of | 


the Goſpel only for that reaſon, 
becaule they are inexplicable, un- 


intelligible, incomprehenſible, let 


them not be offended at a poor 
deſpiſed Miniſter of the Goſpel ; 
if he ſhall declare and teſtifie to 
all the World, that theſe are not 
the Wits, or Beaux Efprits, or 
Forts Efſprits; that they are 


Fleſh and not Spirit, mere ordi- 


nary mortal 'Wights as others 
are ; that all their boaſting 1s but 
empty nolle, and all they have 
to ſhew isa mere Dereptio wiſus 3 
that they may be Maſters of 


ſome devices. that are pretty , 
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ckilfull in the Arts and Myſte- 
ries of Circulation and diſguiſe, 
but they are not ſuch dreadfull 
Archimago s, ſuch mighry Con- 
Jurers as they pretend. Let them 
therefore abandon their unrea- 
| ſonable Principle, and be aſha- 
med. 

2. But ſecondly, as is the Prin- 
ciple upon which they conremn, 
ſuch are their Poſtulata, ( the 
TX 0TH [0TH ON CyTHUCTH, AS the Phi- 
loſophers and Mathematicians 
call chem, ) that is to ſay, the 
terms or demands upon which 
they pretend that they would 
ceaſe to deſpiſe the Goſpel, and 
for want of which they do con- 
temn 1t. 

Theſe Po$iulata are reducible 
to two Heads : 

1. Philoſophical Demonſtra- 
tion. Or, 

: 2. The 


a ad as Le 
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Phical Poftulatum. 


2. The ſight ' of Miracles, 
Signs and ds (at their de= 
mand.) 

This is the pretence of the 
Wits of theſe Times : if thetruth 
of the Myſteries of the Goſpel 
might be proved to them by 
Demonſtration, or if they might 
ſee a Sign they would believe ; 
This was the pretence at the 
time of the writing of my Text; 
( 'IsSvxiot Enuudiov cuiTBor x, 'EMyves oniay 
eurso: ) The Jews required a Sign, 
the Greeks ( 7. e. the Gentiles ) 
ſought after Wildom ( TH 001A, 
j. 6. @oogler,) and becauſe they 
were diſappointed of theſe, the 
myſtery ( of Chriſt Crucified ) 
was to the Jews a Scandal, to the 
Greeks fooliſhneſs. For brevity 
let us name theſe two : 

1. The Grecanick or Philoſo- 


» The { 
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2. The Judaick or Semiotical 


Poſtulatum. E 


Now that the former of theſe 
proceeds from Ipnorance, and 
want of Learning and Under= 
ſtanding 3 the . later from Pride 
and Arrogance joyned : with a 
blockiſh Stupidity ; That the for- 
mer is difingenious, the later 
diſingenuous, that both of them 
are irrational and abſurd 1s evi- 
dent. + 

1. And brſt for the Grecanical 
Poftulatum , ' 

In the caſe of any Dodrint or 
queſtion, to refuſe a proof th 
Cogent, and (ufficient; my 
proof whereof a thing 1s-icapa- 
ble) and to hanker or ſeek after 
a Proof impoſlible, or improper, 
( ſuch as implies a Contradict- 
on, or ſuch as the nature of the 


| —_—_ will not bear ;_) This ; 
| | ct F 
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(I ſay) proceeds from Ignorance, 
from want of Learning and Un- 
derſtandipg, and this is the caſe 
of the Grecanick orPhiloſophical 
Poſtulatum, 

To give a rational or Philo- 
ſophical Demonſtration of the 
truth of the Goſpel, there are 
bur three wayes imaginable in 
Nature : By Arguments,cither, 

1. A Priori, from the common 

Principles of Intelligence, 
Or;- 

2. A  Poſterzorz, from expert- 

-  mentand ſenſible obſerva- | 

tions. 

And this latter way of arguin g 
muſt be drawn either, 

1. From inſtances of things 
Novel and Anomalous 1n Nature, 
things "purpoſely defi gned for 
ſuch Arguments : Orelle, 

2. Ic muſt be taken from the 

common 
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commonand ordinary, the ſtand- 
ing and perpetnal Phenomena of 
Nature. 

A Demonſtration a poſteriori 
by particular InStances of the 
Divine - Power, Wiſdom, and 
Goodnets,. purpoſely deſigned 
for thar end, was the proofoffer- 
ed by Chriſt and his: Apoſtles; 
This they rejeGted , To prove pars 
ticular Myſteries, Myſteries hid- 
den from Ages, (and fo decla- 
red and- profefled to be by the 


| Promulgers ) by general and per= 
| petual Phenomena of Nature, 1s 


in nature impoſltble co perform; 
and ſenceleſs to require: To 
prove any thing concerning the 
Etflence and Nature of God per 
cauſas, by Arguments 2 Priorz 


| ſuppoſes cauſes precedent tothe 


Effence of God himſelf, and im- 
” a Contradiction ; So then, 
E = mm 
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the Grecanick or Philoſophical 
Poſtulatum proceeds from Igno- 
rance and want of Learning, and 
isat beſt diſingenuous,and Theo- 
retically abſurd. 

2. Again ſecondly, (concern- 
ing the Judaica] or Semeiotical 
PoStulatum.) After numerous, or 
rather innumerable Atteſtations 
by Signs and Wonders notori- 
ouſly known (and by themſelves | 


acknowledged ) or ſufficiently | 


and authen tically proved, or de- 


| hvered down by uncontroulable | 


and irreproveable Tradirion, yer | 
ſtill to demand and require more 
Signs, Signs of their own eleQi- 
on , accompanied with circum- 
Rances of their own preſcripti- | 
on; Is nor this to tempt and 
limit the Almighty ? To make 
themſelves Arbiters of the Ema- 
nations of his Power and Wi: 
dom ? 
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dom ? To ſuppoſe _ that thoſe 
ought to be ſublervienc to theit 
wantoh curioſity ; 1s it hot to 
expect thae Cod himfelf ſhouſd 
Lacquey after them, to make him 

a doer of Tricks at thifr ſencele(s 


hed impudetit demand? Is not 


chis an Afinine and an impions 
ſtupidity ? A compoſition of che 
higheſt degrees of Intelle&ual 
and Moral Abſurdity which is 
i _— 


OW (therefore) chat this was; 


| and is, { and to the end of che 


world muſt ever. now be ) the 
caſe of the Jewith or Semeiorical 
Poſftulatum, 18 a'fo plain and evi- 
dent. 

In Confirmation of the Go- 


ſpel, Ch:ift and his Ar poſtles 


roll far more (and more con- 


fiderable ) Signs and Wotiders, 


than before (or ſince ) thar rime 
wete 
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were ever wrought fince the Cre- 


ation of the world, yet all this 


will not content them : Not- 


withſtanding all this, oM/uEiov ' o&TSO1, 
( they require a fign) the mean- 
ing whereof 1s better interpreted 
by their Practice and behaviour 
to our Saviour than by the Die 
Gionary;z Andof this their be- 
haviour I ſhall only produce two 
or three inſtances. 

| In the fixth of Fohn we finde 
that Chriſt fed 5000 men with 
five Loaves and two Fiſhes, and 
when they had ſeen the Miracle, 
they were ſo taken with it, that 


xg they * ſaid that he_ was that Pro- 
U=op 0 bs 5 "4 | 
ixinn, phet which ſhould come, and they 
Ver.15. | ; 


would have taken him by force 
and made him a King. 

Bur the very next day, theſe 
very men, that had ſeen, and fele, 
and taſted of, the Miracle ( be- 
cauſe 
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lowed him for the Loaves ) take 
a miff at him, they pirk up them- 


ſelves, and come boldly and ma- 


thou work? As if the former Mz- 
racle had not been now a Sign. 
' | When Chriſt hung upon the 
_ | Croſs,the Noble and the Mighty, 
" | the Grave and Wiſe amongſt 
' | them, (the chief Prieſts, and the 
| Scribes, and the Elders ) came, 
| | and offered him a bargain, if he 
| would then (juſt then) come 
down from the Croſs, they would 
| believe ; but our Lord Chriſt had 
| juſt chen ſomething elſe to do. 
In the eighth of Mark the Pha- 
niees came forth, and began to 
| queſtion him (974%, to cavil,and 
diſpute with him ) on80v CuTB1Tes, 


F 3 


lepertly to him, ſaying, * What 
Sign ſheweſt thou, that we may 
F ſee and believe? Whar do'ſt 


of re- 


cauſe he told them that they fol- . 


_ Ver.30. 
* 77 HG Op 
T0355 


Mat, 270 | 
40,41,42. 


Ver. -II, 
vide Mat, 
i; i; 4. 


12.38, 39s 
Luk. 114. 
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Vide Joh. 
4+ 48. 


( requiring a fign)) ſeeking of bim 


a ſign from Heaven tempting _ ; 


They would haye (and that p 


ſently upan the ſpot) a Gn, : + | 


rocpun, but 245 or that which 
is properly 73 af; not from 


Winde , or Sea, or Farch, but | 


from Heaven ; ; nor that they in- 
tended to be his Diſciples, but 
for a trial of his kill and abjli- 
ty; was not this a Gallant and a 
Wiſe, a Noble and a Worthy 
Poſftulatum ? Could it chuſe _ 
move him to a compliance? 
This: moved him indeed, to 
.- - fo far with his own de- 
fign, as tO promiſe them a ſign; 
the ſign'' of the Prophet Fonas 
(that irrefragable Sweiope of his 


Gol) pel) which ſhould render | 


them' incxcuſable; ; But though 
he was meck and lowly of heare, 
the ſoft and Fatt! Lamb of God, 

Cn Fon 


 02Ovx han hw ai kk #ffiwuſm. 1 


cd YviIk_S DT coo [ _ ——_— hoof frm vt qAA oh 


MY 


m 


7, vw. 1 4-9 0-0 O&Q' 6: wo": 


LO ——— 
= 


Myſteries of the Goſpel, 69 


ſo that he ſnffered himſelf to be 
accuſed , condemned , buffeted, 
and ſpic upon, and yet held his 
peace (( asa Lamb that is dumb 
ſo opened he not his mouth ) 


Yet the noblenels and ingenuity 
of this Poftulatum kindled a fire ' 


| within him, ſo that he ſpake with 


his tongue. This moved him to 
{corn and indignation, ſo that in 


| effeR he called them baſtards for 


for their labour, telling them 

that they were (no ſons of Abra- 

ham, Tſaac and Facob, but ) a wic- 

ked and adulterous Generation ; 

and that no ſign ſhould be given Mat. :2: 
them but the fign of the Prophet *'® 
Tomas. 


I ſuppoſe I ſhall need to fay 


| no more concerning the abſur- 


dity and unreaſonableneſs of the 
Jewiſh or Semejotical Poſtulatum. 
And Be 6 


I hays 
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I have now done with the for- 
mer part of my undertaking, 
which was.to endeavour to make 
it appear, 

That the Comteminers of the 
Goſpel have reaſon to be aſha- 
med of their Prejudices. 

2. I come now to the ſecond, 
which 1s the Jaſt part of what'I 
have propounded, wiz. ro ſhew, | 

Thar there is no reaſon for | 
Chriſtians or for Preachers ro be | 
aſhamed of the Goipel ; 

And that upon two Conſide: 
rations : 

1. Propter weritatis Eviden- | 
fiam. | 

2. Propter wirtutis Excelleih | 
H14m. 

The former of which 1s im- | 
plied ( if it were not the truth | 
of God, it could not be the Pow- 
er of Cod. 


The 
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Myſteries of the Goſpel, 7» 
The later . is expreſled, For 
, it is the Power of God to ſal 
el wation to every one that beliew- 
th. 
e The evidence of the Truth is 
-| ſo great that whoſoever duly 
confiders it will certainly DC 
I, | lieve the Goſpel. 


——_— 


[ The Virtue and Excellency 
| of the Goſpel is ſo great, that 
r | wholoever truly believes the'Go- 


e | fpel ſhall infallibly be ſaved. 

| , 1. Firſt, I am to ſpeak of the 
»| Evidence of the truth of the 
Goſpel. But becauſe it is here: 
- | only implied, and becaule 1 have 

o formerly employed my poor Came 

- | endeavours 'upon that Argus tiſcript. 

| ment, I ſhall. only briefly touch 
a upon 1t. | 
1 | The Myſteries of the Goſp el, 
though they are ;nexplicetl 
and inconceiyable, yet are they 
| not 


_— . 
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—— 


not - incredible, though incom- 
prehenfible, yet they are not un- 
accountable; Nor was the Au- 
thor and Finiſher of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith fo ſevere .upon the 
underſtanding of his followers, 
as to exat a Belief without a 
ſufficient proof and Demonſtra- 
tion of the truth of that which 
he dehvered. 

Though he would not offer 
at the Grecanick way ( which 
he knew to be impoſſible ta 

rant, to be abſ(urd and unrea- 
Sable to require) yet he would 
afford it that Demonſtration 
whereof it was capable (a De- 
monſtration properly ſo called, 
accommodate to the Underſtand- 
ing of all Mankinde, Jews and 
Gentiles, Greeks and Barbarians, 
Noble and Ignoble, Learned and 
Ual earned ) &7vd af T8 FVEUKRTOC. 

- He 
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| Hethat refuſed to gratifie the. 
mpudent Scribes and Phariſces 
| in their way, would not leave 
| the truth of the Goſpel unde- 
| monſtrated in his own. 
| And of the truth of all the 
Myſteries which he delivered, 
this is the Analemma Catbeliceth 
the Common, the Univerſal, the 
Comprehenfive demanſtration. 
He that made himſelf the San 
of God (as the Jews expreſs it ) 
That ſaid he was one with God 
( T and the Father ary one) that Joh. 12: 
he was in the Father, and the ** ns 
Father in him; That declared 
the Miſſion and Emanation of 
che Spirit from the Father and 
the Son, and that always ſpoke of 
him as a perſon- diſtin; And. 
that theſe three are one. x:Joh.5.7; 
In a word; He that was the 
Author of theſe and all other 
| Myſte- 


An Apology fo: the 


— 


Myſteries whereof we have been 


: ating, did not put the iſſue 


Foh.10.33. 


of believing upon his '*avris te, 
but upon an undeniable and un- 
refuſeable Criterion. 
If I do not the works of my Fa- 
ther believe me not; but if I do, 
though ye believe not me, believe 
the works, (ive VOTE 2, #, T1GEuoTE) that 
ye may know ( by Demonſtraci- 
on ) as well as believe, that 1am 
in the Father, and he 1n me. 
 Hedid not only 
to himſelfg(although he died in 


_ teſtimony of his Doctrine ) He 


had nor only the glorious Com- 
pany of the Apoſtles, the goodly 
fellowſhip of the Prophets, the 
noble Army of Martyrs for his 
Witneſſes; But he called Hea- 
ven and Farth to witneſs, He 
{ubpena'd whatever was in Hea« 
ven, and Farth, and in the Sea, | 
and 


bear witneſs 


th 
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and in all deep places, to bear 
teſtimony to him. 

There were three that bore 
witneſs in Heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Spirit, thoſe 
three which - he affirmed to be 
one. The Ang-ls miniſtred unto 
him ; The Devils trembled and 
fled before him ; Plants and Ani- 
mals, the Winde and Sea obeyed 
him; ;,The Stars in their courles, 
or rather out of their courſes mt- 
litated for him. To give teſtimo- 
ny to Conſummatum eſt, at the 
time of his Death, the Sun was 
eciipled, the Moon being at the 
Full. To indicate the place of 
his Nativity, at the time of his 
Birth a new Star was made on 
purpoſe, Health and Sickneſs, 
Lite and Death, and Hades, gave 
in their teſtimonies by their obe- 
dience to his word. Yet once 
inote, 


 _ 
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Rom, 4. 


mote, he ſhook the Heavens, nd 
{ent down the Holy Spirit upon 
his followers : he ſhook the Farth 
alſo, he tore the Rocks and open. | 
ed the Graves, and at his power- | 
full voice the bodies of the Saints | 
aroſe: And leſt it ſhould be ſaid, | 
He raiſed others but himſelf be 
could not raiſe; As he finithed | 


_ Great Myſtery of Chriſtia- | 


nity. by his Death, ſo alſo he | 
proved the truth of it by his Re: þ 
ſ{urrefion ; As he died for our | 
Sins,ſo he roſe again for our Juſti- | 
fication, for our Juſtification is 1a | 
the Belief of that, and all other, | 
the Myſteries of Chriſtianity. | 

Theſe and many mote, are | 
heads of Arguments, which who- | 


ever duly conſiders and under- | 


ſtands, will certainly believe the 
Goſpel propter veritatis Evidews 


tiam: 8 
2. is 


Myſteries of the Goſpel. 


. It remains only to ſhew, 
hag whoſoever doth traly believe 


the Goſpel, ſhall infallibly be ſa- 
ved Propter Bonitatis, or Virtu- 


| tis Excellentiam; Becauſe it is 


the Power of God to ſalvation to 


| every one that belieweth. 


In ſpeaking of which Argus» 


| menkt,. I need not 200% about to 


prove, that the Power of the Go- 


ſpel is the Power of God, (in 


which reſpe& it 1s called the 


| (a) Hand or (b) Arm of the «a8. 7 
| Lord, (c)the Sword of the Spis 314. I 


rit, (d) the Grace of God, bring- {5 


| ing Salvation,and the like; ) 


Neither ſhall I ſtand upon a 


| Compariſon of the Goſpel, with 
| the Grecanical or Judaical Inſti- 
| turions, (a man may believe all 


that ever was written by Philo- 
ſophers, and yet doubt whether 
there is, (or can be ) ſuch a 


ching 
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ching as Salvation, yea or no. A 
man may believe, whatever 1s 
explicitely and: expreſly deliver- 
ed in the Law of Moſes, and yet 
not be ſaved ) But my intention 
' 15 (barely and nakedly ) this, By 
a ſhort Reflexion upon the Way 
and Method of the Actions of 
Mankinde, and the Diſcoveries 
and Contents of the Goſpel (well 


F ? 
” 


known to thole that hear me) to 


manifeſt the truth of this Pro- 


poſition, That, every man that | 


| F: liewerk the Goſpel C 2. e. that 
#uce 74 200 truly and actually * abideth 1n that 
by Luk, Del if ) ſhall infallibly be ſawed. 

8. 15, Becauſe wholoever frames his 


$Xav o& 


imo. Ations according to the Rules 
Rom, 1, + 


. 28, and Principles (the Precepts and 
Preſcriptions of the Goſpel,) ſhall 


 infallibly be ſaved. 


And becauſe, it 1s of the na- 
ture of man, to frame his Actions | 
according 
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| ſevering Judgement and Belief. __ 


ing; and for a man not to. fol- 
| low the ſtedfaſt and conſtant, 
the atual and final dictate of his 


! Contradiction. 


neither God nor Devil, Heaven 
| nor Hell, Salvation nor Damna- 


—_ vw a» * =. am oy mn * on 9 . & 


A [© Blaſpheme God, and 


© Myſteries of the Goſpel, 


according to his Attual and. per- 


The Nature and Eſſence of 
man confifts in his Underſtande- 


Underſtanding, 1s impoflible in 
Nature, and indeed implies a 


He that believes, that there is 


tion; And thac he hath not an 
Immortal Soul C z. e. ) a Soul to 
ſave; fuch a man (If at leaſt he 
hath attained co thoſe great ac< 
compliſhments of Rudeneſs and: 
Incivility) will make it his bu- 
ſine(s to "Alt up his. mealure of 
Debaucheries, and Tmpieties ; 
will think it Brave (perhaps) and 


F [coff 
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ſcoff at Religion ; will- make ic 
a matter of Gallan try and noble 
Courage and Relolution, to 
challenge God to damn him, or 
bid the Devil take him Body and 
Soul ; will ſpend his time in 
Revelling and Drunkennels, in 
Chambering and Wantonnels ; 
Expecting and hoping to die like 
a beaſt, he will be ſure to live | 
hkeone; And in concluſion will | 
finde him(elf diſappointed of this | 
glorious hope (this goodly,noble, | 
manly expettation) and that his 
Miſcreancy and the errour of his 
Jadgement hath betrayed him 
mto eternal milery. 

 Whileſt Con the other ide) he 
chat believes the Declarations, 
and Promiles, and Threatnings, 
of the Goſpel, will have his fruic 
unto holinets, and the end evers 
Jelliog life: 
He 


— Oyſters of the Soſpel. | 


He that firmly and ſtedfaftly 
believes, that = Soul which 
AdGates hits body 1 is an Immor- 
tal - Being (a fubſiſtence which 
ſhall and muſt endure to all ecer- 


nity ;) 2h he 


That after Pearh he muſt : ap- — IF 


pear before the Tiibunat of God * 
znd. Cheift, to anfwer for the 
things done i in the body ; 

That from rhence he ſhall be 
tranſmitted ro a ſtate cither of 
Eternal Happineſs , or Eternal 
Miſery ; ; either to be enterrain- 
ed ( in the Viſion of God, in the 
fellowſhip of Saints and Angels) 
witiy foy onfpeakableand tall of 
Glory; Or f-cluded from the 
fight of God,and rreated with the 
Devil and his Angels, with tor- 
ment unconccivable;- unexpreſ(- 
fible, and tha ro all Feerniry: 


This man, if he mi ghe Zain all 
+ the 
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the Profits, and: Honours and 
Pleaſures, if he might decline all 
the afflitions of this world, will 
not loſe his own Soul : Fruſtra 
blanditie wenitis ad hunc, fruſira 
nequitie venitss ad hunc. Confi- 
dering that light and momenta- 
ny things bear no proportion to 
the exceeding weight and mo- 
ment of: thoſe which are Eternal, 
he will forthwith endeavour ts 
lay hold upon Eternal Life, and 
make haſte to eſcape the Wrath 
to come; And to that end he will 
devour all difficulties, and neg- 
let no means or opportunities. 
He that believes, that the only 
way to Happinels 1s the way to 
Holineſs ; That without holineſs | 
no man ſhall ſee God; That no | 


unclean thing ſhall enter there, | 


That the Impious, the Unjuſt, 


the Intemperate, the Laſcivious 
( con» 
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(continuing ſo) ſhall never enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

This man will endeavour to 
puritie himſelf, to mortifie all his 
carnal luſts and affections , to 
cleanſe himſelf from all filchi- 
neſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and to 
perfe&t holineſs in the fear of 
God. 2 
Again, he that beljeves and 
confiders the Corruption and 
Impotence of his natural Con- 
dition, and the defign'of Chriſts 
coming into the. w—_ what he 
hath already'done, and what he 
15 ſtill in doing for him; . 

How that himſelf (and every F063; 
man } 1s by nature a childe of 
wrath, that Sin reigns in his mor» 
tal body , that he lies under a 
bondage from which he cannot 
redeem, a Guilt from which he 
cannot acquit himſelf; 


F EY That 


Rom, To 
24. 
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Rom. 3, "Thar no Aeth ; 1s Juſtified in the 
: ſightof God. Dm | 
Wholoever, I fay doth blk 
this concerning bimſelf ; and 
(on the other ſide ) concerning 
Chriſt, that to this end was he 
born, and fot this cauſe came he 
* : Tim, into the world, * that he might 
| +job. 3, fave ſinners; + That the world 
=: through him mighr be ſaved; 
| Thit to this end (and this end 
oply ) he deſcended from Rear 
ven 5 This was” che end . of: his 
Converſation vport © Farth, his 
Life and DoGtine: his Preaching 
and Exarhple ; This was Mend 
_of his Crucifixion, Refurredion, 
_ Aſcetifion , and: 8efſion - ar / the 
- Rrohet tad of God-; That by the 
ſufferings of his Life, and the in- 
eftimable value of his Blood, the 
world might be Fuſtified and 


Redeemed from the Guilt of their 


fue, 
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fins, reſcued from the eve of 


the world to come. 
And that by the operation of 


his Doctrine, and Example, and 


the power of his Interceſlion, the 
world might be ſanGified, Deli- 
wvered Fre the Dominion of fm, 
purifted and prepared to be ad- 
mitted to the Viſton of the moſt 
{ holy God, Fruition of the Life to 
come. 

I fay, that the man that firmby 
and ftedfuſtly ly, and aGnally be- 
lieves theſe things, will not (nay, 
indeed'that he cannot ) negle& 
ſo great Salvation ; That ke will 
not trample upon-the blood of 
the everlaſting Covenant, or de- 
ſpiſe the Spirit of Grace, or cru- 


; Ccihe afreſh the Lord of Glory, 
| and put himto an open ſhame. 


But thar for his continual clean(- 
ing, from his paſt eranſgreſſions, 
F 4 =» 
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he will daily reſort to the foun-. 
tain which Chriſt hath opened 
for fin and for uncleannels, of- | 


tering and preſenting his head 


and his heart (his minde and his | 


affe&ions) to the blood of fprink- 
ling; And that for the obtaining 
of preventing, and following 
| Grace, to preſerye him from 
lapling for the tjme to come, He 


will throw himſelf daily at the || 


feet of chat High-Prieſt, which 
is ſenſible of: his lafcmitics, and | 
which fits'at Gods Right hand 
making Intercefſion for him, 
and with ſighs and unutterable 
' groans he will implore the Aſli- | 
ſtance of that Spirit: which help- | 
cth our infirmities : : 
And that continuing,and per- |. 
ſevering in this Courſe, (by the | 
. Grace of God which never fail- 
th them that ſeek him) he will | 
certain- 


» | 
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_ conform himſelf to the 
Commands of Chriſt, and com- 
pole himſelf to his Example, till 
at . length he be transformed to 
his Image; He will add to his © 
F aith V, ertue,and 10 Vertue Know- 
ledge—— and ſo onwards ,, He 
will goe on from ftrength to 
ſtrength untill he appear before 


2 | God 1n Glory. 
I fay, that ſuch a man, by de- Tit. 2.12. 


nying ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſts, and living Soberly, and 
Righteouſly, and Godly in this 


| preſent world, will work out his 
Salvation with fear and eremb]- 


ing, and inthe end of his dayes 
will certainly and infallibly at- 
tain to the end of bis hopes, name- 


ly, the Salvation of his Soul. So 


that the Goſpel is indeed the 
Grace of God which bringeth 
Salvation to all men: It is the 
oY ; : +3 p z power | 
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every one that belteveth. 


O come therefore toaCon- 
clufion: Judge now in 
your ſelves Brethren, and judge 
Righteous Judgement; Is this a 
Goſpel which is to be' deſpiſed? 
A Difp enſation whereof a Mini- 
ſter or a Chriſtian ought to be 


this Goſpel to be derided and 
drolled upon? To be traveſtied 


caronique? 1s this.to be a Brave 
and a Gallant perſon? A Spark 
Gallantry ? 


Men, Brethren, and Fathers ; 


and my ſtrength w would bear it, 
l would ar, unto"me boldneſs, 


power of God to Salvation to 


aſhamed ? Are the Myſteries of | 


or turned into Burleſque or Mas | 


and a Wit? Or is it indeed to |} 
have never a ſpark of Wit or || 


If the time, and your patience, | 
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and freely ſpeak unto you con- 
cerning the Goſpel of our Savi- 
our; I would Reprove, Rebuke, 
fxhort. | 

I would feverally and diſtin- 


| 1y addreſs my (elf to: every ſort, 


and _ Degree of thoſe that 


hear me, Eccleſiaſtical and Ciril, 


Young and Old, Wiſe and Un- 
| wiſe, Noble and Tgnoble. | 


I would ſpeak unto you 


young men of the Clergy, "that 
you would not be offended at 
| the Myfterics of the Goſpe], or 
think it a matter of Wit or of 
Learning, either to deſpiſe or to 
g0 abour to mend them. 


That: you will neither be 


| Drolled nor Diſputed, Cajoled, 
| nor faced out of your Religi- 
| on, or ſuffer the Mauwars bont 
( che evil ſhame) to be put upon 
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you. 
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That you will not believe that 


it hath been only dull formality, 


a want of the ſmarcneſs of your 
Wit, or depth- of your Learn- 
10g, which hath retained your 
Fathers and Predeceflors, in the 
belief and the Profeſſion of the 
plain, and fimple Articles of the 
Catholick Faith. Be not deceiy- 
ed Brerhren ; Vixerunt fortes ante 
Agamemnona 

Be not ſeduced by thole who 
pretending to remove the Scan- 
dal of the Croſs of Chriſt (which 
thing St. Paul counted an ab- 


ſurdity in Chriſtianity ) would 


rob you of a moſt divine and 
excellent Religion, and ſubſti- 
tute in its place a rotren and 
depraved Philoſophy; Thoſe 1 


mean who never have been te 
with all their Wit, Reaſon, and 


Learning, -toexplicate or com- 


prchangy 
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prehend the Myſteries or Me- 
| chantes of a Mite, or of a Flea, 


of a Plant or Stone, or any one 
of the innumerable things which 
are before. - ny and yet they 
take upon them to controul! the 
plain literal, defigned and reite- 
rated Declarations of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles concerning 
the Myſteries of the Godhead. 
Thoſe who Grammaticizing pe- 
dantically, and Criticizing ſpu- 
riouſly, upon a- few Greek Par- 
ticles or words, would cozen 
the World of the benefit of the 
blood of Chriſt, and Chriſt him- 
ſelf of his Divinity ; and put him 
off with a Eineaffical and Poett- 


cal Apotheofis. 


I would ſpeak unto you Fa- 
thers, becauſe ye have known 
the Father and the Son, ye un- 
derſtand the effe&t and conſe» 


quence 
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quence of the Myſteries of the 
Goſpel to the Salvation of men; || 1 
that ye will continue to ftrive || « 
earneſtly to refain that faith | 
( which is thought by ſome ro 
be upon the wing, that Faith ) 
which: WAS ONCE delivered to the | | 
Saints. 
I would ſpeak unto you (po) | | 
Wife men or Philoſophers ; Parnl | 
ſpeaking to the men at Athens; | | 
pats them in minde of a ſaying 
of a Poet of their own ; I would 
call to your Remembrance a 
Saying of a Philoſopher of our 
own, ( a Philoſopher of great 
renown) which is to this effe& : 
Fhat a_ profound conſideration 
of the reaſon, and comprehen-' 
fion of the circumſtances of 
things ( a deep doſe of Philo- 
ſop by y) will Sake a man Reli- 


grous 3 5 And that the contempr 
245 | of 
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of Religionis an infallible argu- 
ment of one that is a {matterer 
e | only, and ha[f-witred. 

1] LIwould ſpeak unto ye Nobles, 
» | that ye would be Noble as the 
) 

2 


Bereans were; That ye will 
ſearch , examine, and confider, 
whether the caſe of che Goſpel 
) | be ſuch as hack been reprefent-. 
I | ed, yea or no: And then I am 
2 fare ye will continue zealouſly 
x | and vigorouſly to ſuppore rhe 
| | Golpel. 
I would take heart and cou- 
- | rage, and improve in an hum- 
+ | ble confidence, (o far as.to pre- 
| | fer a Petition to King , Lords, 
| and Cemmons ( the Noble, the 
'| Mighty, and the Wiſe) that 
(at this time efpecially ) they 
will be carefull of Religion, and _ 
tepder of the Intereſts of the 
Galpel, 


I well 
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folich, Faith. 


t wonld endeavotir to De- 
monſtrate that neither Forts nor 
Caſtles, Armies nor Navies, 


Arms. nor Ammunition, Money 
nor Men, ( to ſay nothing of 
Allies or Confederates, or the 


Staff of Egypt) are fo power-' 


fill a ſupport of the Crowns of 
Princes as the Goſpel ; Nay, 
_ as a few lines of this one 

Epiſtle of our High nofed Gali- 
rea ( as the Scoffers bave been 
wont to_call him) duly imbi- 
bed into the Souls and Conſci- 
ences of men, namely, that ſay- 


ing at the beginning of Chap. x3. 
Let 


| 'T would humbly : pee to 
bring to remedies, \ who it: 
is by whom Kings Reign, and 
Princes decree Juſtice; - And 
what" it 1s ts be Defender of the 
truly Antient, Catholick and Apo-- | 
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|} to themſelves Damnation ; the 


' Tr every =" be Tubje& to the: nom: iy. 
* Higher Powers, for there is ng *** 
power but of God, the Powers 

| that be, are Ordained of God ——., 

And they that Reſift ſhall receive 


| belief-of this would be ſure to 
compoſe the mindes of all Diſ- 
ſenters ſo as to keep peace and 
obedience at home. 

And the, belief of that which 
follows would-defend us from 
our enemies abroad ; this would 
raiſe,. Taxes and Contributions, 
| Subſidies and Royal Aids, pro- 
cure all things neceſſary for the 
maintenance of Juſt Wars abroad; 
For for this cauſe alſo pay ye Yer.5,7- 
tribute, becauſe they are Chriſts 
MiniSters, &c. So powerfull and 
uſefull is the Goſpel, where it 
is believed, to maintain all the 
parts and Intereſts, and to com» 
G. mand 
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An Apology for the : 


mand all the ſuccours and | necel-. 
lary ſupplies of Government, to. 
bring fear to whom fear, ho- 
nour to whom honour, tribute to. 
Y whom tribute beJongeth. 
F Wherefore I would not fear 
humbly to make an Application 

in the words. of King David : 
Pſal.2.12, Be wiſe now therefore O ye Kings, 
' be learned ye that are Fudges of 
the Eatth, ſerve the Lord with | 

fear, and rejoyce unto him with 
reverence, kifs the Son left be be 
angry, and fo ye periſh from the 

rioht way. 

But I can only. be permitted 
to make one. common and pro- 
miſcuous Application, to high 

and low, rich and poor, one 
with another, namely, To charge 
upon your memory ( and pray 
chat it may reſt upon my own) 
One ſaying of:. O_ himſelf, 
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Myſteries of the Goſpel. 9# Y 


7 
that dreadfull ſaying in Mark 8. 
*< If any one ſhall be afbamed of was. 8.38, 
o- | © me, or of my words in this adul. 
ro. | © terous and finfull Generation : 
* Of him ſhall the Son of man be 
xr. | © aſhamed, when be cometh in the 
n | © Glory of his Father, with bis 
' : | © boly Angels. And without any 
| Apology for my boJdneſs or in- 


f | diſcretions, to conclude in-the 
bh | words of the Text: 
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e For I am not aſhamed of the 
je | ' Goſpel of Chrift : For it is the 
Power of God to Salwation to gwe- 
d | uy one that belieweth. | 
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FE Rules and Directions for Prayer and Me- 
y | ditation:' Written by the late Right Reve- 
) rend Father in God Bryax Duppa Lord. Biſhop 
c of Winton. Sold by James Collins at the 
'» | Kings Arms in Ludgate-ſtreet, | | 
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